LILY YEH

2412 Waverly Street

Phila, PA 19146

(215) 735-7968

EDUCATION

1963-66
M.F.A. University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA

1959-63
B.A. National Taiwan University, Taipei, Taiwan

1956-63
Studied Classical Chinese painting with masters in Taiwan
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

1966-68 Instructor of Art History, West Chester College, West Chester, PA

1968-98
Assistant Professor to tenured Professor, University of the Arts, Philadelphia, PA; taught courses in art history, painting and drawing in the departments of liberal Arts, Painting and Foundation.

1986-2004
Founder, Executive & Artistic Director, and Lead Artist, The Village of Arts and Humanities, North Philadelphia

The Village of Arts and Humanities is a private nonprofit community-based organization dedicated to neighborhood revitalization through the arts.  What began in 1986 as a simple park building project involving neighborhood children, has grown into a major provider of art-inspired programs in learning, land transformation, construction, and economic development.  While thoroughly rooted in the very low-income community it currently serves, the Village has been recognized both nationally and internationally as a successful model for engaging residents, especially youth, in the process of rebuilding their community.  In 2004, the Village has become a highly professional organization with an annual budget of 1.3 million and a dedicated staff of sixteen full-time and ten part-time employees including a four-person construction crew.  Assisting the staff was a pool of twenty artists and teachers, and hundreds of volunteers.  In the past decade, the organization has served over 10,000 low-income, primarily African-American youth and families each year, covering several neighborhoods within a 260 square block area in North Philadelphia.

Under Yeh's leadership, the Village has received several national awards including Coming Up Taller Award from the President's Committee on Arts and Culture and the National Endowment for the Arts, Washington, D.C. in 2000 and the gold medal Rudy Bruner Award for Urban Excellence from Bruner Foundation in Cambridge, MA.  In 2003, the Village received a Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Governor's Award for Environmental Excellence. 

Also in 2003, Yeh received a highly esteemed Leadership for a Changing World Award from Ford Foundation for her accomplishments at the Village.

2001–2004    Unimaginable Isolation: Stories from Graterford Prison, 

Collaborating with artists Gerry Givnish and Glenn Holsten, Yeh launched a three-year, multi-leveled interactive project that aimed to reveal the depth of humanity of long-term inmates in Graterford prison.  The effort resulted in several city wide multi-media exhibitions, which were presented at Eastern State Penitentiary, the University of the Arts, the Painted Bride Art Center, and the Village of Arts and Humanities.
2004–2005   The Distinguished Artist in Residence at the University of Delaware 

Yeh worked with University of Delaware faculty, students and community members in the area to develop a set of public art including a mosaic monument to commemorate the history of Newark's African American community.

2004-Present  Founding Director, Barefoot Artists, Inc.

Mission: To bring the transformative power of art to the most impoverished communities in the world through participatory and multifaceted projects that foster community empowerment, improve the physical environment, promote economic development, and preserve and advance indigenous art and culture.  Barefoot Artists, Inc. seeks to bear witness to the forgotten and the oppressed, and works to share their stories with the broader public to promote understanding, awareness and action.

1984–Present  International Projects

For the past two decades, Yeh has been presenting her work in over 50 national and international conferences in America and many cities in the world.  More importantly, she has been conducting land transformation projects and community building through art workshops in poor urban communities and remote villages in Kenya, Ivory Coast, Ecuador, the Republic of Georgia, Ghana, and China.  

1993-2004    Korogocho Project in Kenya 

Supported by Lila Wallace Arts International Fellowship in 1993-94, Yeh took on a grassroots urban renewal project in Korogocho, Kenya.  Situated right next to a city dump, Korogocho, a community of 150,000, is one of the worst slums in Nairobi.  Organizing support from children and adults in the community, Yeh transformed a bleak and dusty churchyard next to the dumpsite into a brightly painted garden of huge angels and flowers.  Collaborating with her hosts, Yeh assisted in launching an impressive celebration, which engaged the participation of over a thousand people including special international guests and embassy representatives.  This became a powerful catalyst for community transformation.

In the subsequent ten years, Yeh returned to Korogocho five more times to do projects with hundreds of street children and help to organize celebration events.  Through Yeh’s effort, the Village hosted and collaborated with several artists from Korogocho and Nairobi in late 90s.  In addition, the Village sponsored a two-year arts program for 200 street children in Korogocho.  In 2004, collaborating with Life Learning group in the community, Yeh conducted workshops for hundreds of youth in their HIV/AIDS prevention program in Korogocho and its adjacent communities. 

1998    Niemassou Project in Ivory Coast

Yeh, together with German Wilson, theater director at the Village, conducted painting and performance workshops at Niemassou, a tiny traditional village outside of Odienne in the Northwest corner of Ivory Coast.  So delighted and impressed by the children’s creativity and performance, the Niemassou community celebrated our visit with an all night singing, dancing and drama festival. 

1999    Dzegvi Children’s Project, Tblisi, the Republic of Georgia

Dzegvi, a little village outside of Tblisi, contained twenty some families and 110 street children under the care of Mother Mariam.  Collaborating with filmmaker Glenn Holsten and photographer Daniel Traub, Yeh traveled to Dzegvi to conduct workshops with children in drawing, painting and photography.  Children and several family groups took photos of each other, their activities and environment.  At the end of the project, an exhibition of 15 big, life size banners of individual and group figures and hundreds of the photos were exhibited at Dzegvi.  The project also produced a 12 minutes film describing Dzegvi community through the eyes of one particular family. 

2000    Ecuador

Yeh and Village artist Andres Chamorro from Quito traveled to Ecuador to conduct workshops in visual and performing arts with many different communities in the highlands of Ecuador.   They first visited Salinas, a small rural village, where hundreds of children, youth and adults from Salinas and the surrounding communities in the mountains participated.  Then they traveled to Ambato to work with 250 handicapped children.   In addition to conducting art workshops, they also created a beautiful mural “Tree of Life” for the children in the school. 

2002    Jamestown Project in Accra, Ghana

Traveling to Accra, Ghana, Yeh collaborated with her host Heidi Owu and community leaders to carry out a land transformation project in an impoverished neighborhood in Jamestown, located in the old section of the city.  The project engaged hundreds of children and adults in transforming a bleak courtyard into a public space full of patterns and colors.  The project encouraged people’s creativity and action; it made people feel hopeful and empowered. 

1984–Present   China Project

Invited by the Chinese Cultural Ministry during the 80’s, Yeh conducted lecture tours in twelve cities including Beijing, Tianjin, Chongqing, Hong Zhou, Shouzhou, Wuhan, and Uramchi.  In 1984, she assisted the city of Philadelphia in establishing a multi-leveled cultural exchange program between Philadelphia and its sister city Tianjin.  In 1986, as a visiting artist, Yeh presented a series of lectures in Lhasa, Tibet.  In 1987, she participated in the renowned Yellow River Region Folk Art Expedition conducted by the Central Institute of Fine Arts in Beijing.  In 1989, while exhibiting her work at the Institute of Fine Arts in Beijing, she witnessed the Students’ movement in Tiananman Square.   It impacted her profoundly.  She did not visit China again for the next ten years. 

In 2003, Yeh returned to China and conducted art workshops with the students in a remote village 2 hours north of Beijing.  In 2004, she returned to Beijing to work with senior citizens.  She also led a mural painting project involving hundreds of youth and adults at Xin Chih School for high-risk children of migrant workers.  In 2005, Yeh traveled to China with filmmaker Glenn Holsten and cameraman Daniel Traub to create a documentary film named “The General’s Daughters.”  It is about a family’s journey of embracing the difficult, remembering the past, reconnecting the broken and envisioning the future together. 

2004–05   Taiwan Project 

The Culture Ministry of Taipei invited Yeh to participate in its Public Art Forum and Festival.  Yeh was commissioned to create a mural for a four-story building located in Chi Chong School for handicapped and hearing impaired children.  She engaged the art teachers and 50 students to participate in the design process.  She incorporated many of the images emerged from the art workshops in her design for the mural.  The process anchored her project in the school community.  

For longevity and easy maintenance, the wall needed to be a mosaic mural.  The curator of the project mobilized the Chi Chong school community, a tile making factory and volunteers from all sectors of life to participate in the making of the mural.  Over 400 people from different cities in Taiwan took part in the project.  The most moving aspect of the project was the fervent participation of the handicapped children of the school.  Recognizing that their creativity and labor contributed to the making of this big-scaled public art, they felt proud and empowered.  The project has been nominated for a prestigious 2005 public art award in Taiwan.

80s–Present    Presentations and Workshops

Yeh has been the keynote speaker at over 50 national conferences and has conducted workshops on community building through art across the nation.  In addition, she has presented her work in international conferences in Brazil, Columbia, Spain and Taiwan.  

2001-05 Art Commission, City of Philadelphia

AWARDS, COMMISSIONS, FELLOWSHIPS

2006
Member, Fellowship of Reconciliation, May delegation to Iran on a peace mission

2005-06   Race, Class, Gender ≠ Character, American Visionary Art Museum's eleventh original mega-exhibition, dedicated to the artist and visionary, Lily Yeh.

2005   Philadelphia WaterColor Society Achievement in the Arts Award
2004   The International Council of Fine Arts Deans Award for Arts Achievement and Excellence 

2004   Woman of Distinction Award from Philadelphia Business Journal
2004   Excellence in Community Service Award from Safety, Awareness & Public Health Education, Thomas Jefferson University 

2003    Leadership for a Changing World Award, Ford Foundation, NY

In this award program, 17 winners were selected from a pool of more than 1,300 nominations nation wide.  They represent leaders that are tackling some of the nation’s most entrenched social problems.  Each will receive $100,00 to advance their work and an additional $15,000 for supporting activities over a two-year period.

2003    Mentor, Arts Leadership for the Future Program; ALF is a partnership funded by the David and Lucile Packard Foundation to explore and strengthen the development of new and established leaders in the arts.

2002    Honorary Doctor Degree, Villanova University, Villanova, PA,

2002    The Arts and Healing Network's Annual Award, San Francisco, CA

Each year the Arts and Healing Network honors a healing artist who is truly making a difference in the world. AHN offers this award as a surprise gift. There is no application. Our hope is that this award will offer the recipient inspiration and support to continue and expand their outstanding work. We also hope it will inspire visitors to our site and light the way for other healing artists.

2002    Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters, University of Massachusetts, Boston, MA. 

2001
Resident Artist, Headlands Center for the Arts, Sausalito, CA, November.

2001
Tikun Olum (Healing the World) Award, Congregation Kol Ami, Philadelphia, PA.

2001    Award of Recognition: The Office of Juvenile Justice Development Program, PA

2000
Pennsylvania Governor's Award by Tom Ridge for Arts and Leadership

2000
Honorary Doctor of Fine Arts Degree, The University of the Arts

1999    Honorary Doctor of Fine Arts Degree, Massachusetts College of Art

1999    The First Comcast Newsmaker Award 

1998    ArtsLink Fellowship for an art project for 100 street children in Dzegvi village in the Republic of Georgia

1998    Annual Community Service Award, Pan Asian Association of Greater Philadelphia

1997   HomeTown Hero Award and Profile from Children's Miracle Network 1997 Champions, Salt Lake City, UT

1996   The Annual Award from the Gardens for Humanity, Mesa, AZ

1996   The Prudential Foundation's Leadership Award, Prudential Bank, Philadelphia.

1995    Human Rights Award for Arts and Culture, Philadelphia Commission on Human Relations (PCHR'), Philadelphia

1995    Visiting Artist and Project Director of Korogocho Project in Kenya, Ford Foundation in Nairobi, Kenya

1994    Pennsylvania Council on the Arts Fellowship 

1993    Lila Wallace Arts International Fellowship for a three months residency in Kenya and Ivory Coast

1992    Pew Fellowship in the Arts, Philadelphia

PRESENTATIONS & WORKSHOPS

2006

· Lead Artist & Project director, “Bridges Over Barriers Art Project,” sponsored by The Salt Lake Neighborhood Housing Services, Salt Lake City, Utah

· Speaker, “How the Arts Change and Sustain Communities,” Women Scholars Group Speaker Series, University of Lethbridge College, Alberta, Canada

· Speaker, “Aesthetics, Community Building and Ethics,” the 2006 John M. Rezendes Visiting Scholar in Ethics, sponsored by the Honors College at the University of Maine,  Orono, ME

· Speaker, “The Rwanda Healing Project,” with Terry Tempest Williams, at National Museum of Wildlife Art, Moose, WY

· Keynote Speaker, “Creativity, Transition, and Transformation,” at Texas Arts Exchange: Tools for Success, conference in August, Austin, TX

· Keynote Speaker, “Creativity, Community Building and Development,” at the conference - a Creative Economy: Reconnecting People through Media and Urban Resources presentations, sponsored by Arts Interface Creative Group, Springfield, OH

· Conducting two workshops: “Community building through storytelling and painting” and “Community building through sound and movement” at CWDA (The County Welfare Directors Association of California) 2006 Conference in Ventura, CA 

· Speaker, “Beauty, Ethics, & Community Building,” The 2006 John M. Rezendes Visiting Scholar in Ethics, The Honors College at the University of Maine, Orono, ME 

· Keynote Speaker, “Creating Resources Through Art,” Essentials of a Creative Economy Workshop II, Reconnecting People Through Media and Urban Resources, Springfield, OH

2005 

· Speaker, “A Sense of Place,” Design’s Diaspora, A landscape architecture symposium, UC Davis College of Agricultural and Environmental Science, Davis, CA
· Keynote Speaker, “Learning Through Creating,” Through the Looking Glass, Finding the Gold Within, A fine arts networking conference presented by the Utah State Offic e of Education in partnership with the Utah Arts Council, Layton, Utah
· Speaker in Taipei on the Move II Conference, April, Taiwan

· Speaker, David P. Gardner Graduate Lecture in the Humanities and Fine Arts at the University of Utah, Salt Lake City, UT
· Speaker, Southern Utah University, Cedar, UT
· Keynote Speaker, “Community Activism Through Arts Education,” Partners for Arts Education annual conference, Syracuse, NY

· Speaker, “Art+Local Economic Development,” Wayne State University, Detroit, MI
2004 

· Featured Speaker, “Culture, Arts and healing,” for Fellows of Wilde Flowers Foundation and University of New Mexico community members, Albuquerque, NM

· Led 20 students in creating a “Living Mural” in the CFA Museum Corridor as a part of: DownPour UpRoar,” a Community Learning and Public Service Program of University of New Mexico.

· Featured Speaker, ”Art and Activism,” a part of lecture series in Community, Culture & Environment program sponsored by Northern Arizona University, flagstaff, AZ 

· A member, The Community Arts Network Gathering, a think-tank session, sponsored by Rockefeller Foundation, Arden, NC

· Keynote speaker, “Creativity and Community Building,” Society for Environmental Graphic Design Annual conference, Philadelphia
· Featured Speaker, “Poverty, Micro credits and Development,” International Conference on in Barcelona, Spain

· Conducting teacher training for Life Learning Program for HIV/AIDS prevention for youth; conducting workshops for six community groups impacting thousands of people, Korogocho (Nairobi), Kenya

· Featured Speaker and panel member, “Urban Revitalization through Creative Actions and Art,” in the first International conference “CENTROS Y CIUDADES COMPETITIVAS, APPRENDIENDO DE CIUDADES” (Competitive Cities and Downtowns: Learning from cities), at Armenia and Medellin, Columbia

· Keynote Speaker, “Art as Social Activism,” University of Delaware, Newark, DE

· Keynote speaker, Connecticut Art Education Associations’ Annual Conference, “Transforming the World Through Art.”

· Featured Speaker, ‘The Village of Arts and Humanities in Philadelphia,” the International Council of Fine Arts Deans Annual Conference “Let Freedom ring: the Responsibility of the Arts in a Democratic Society,” Philadelphia
· Keynote Speaker, “Learning Through the Arts,” Connecticut Art Education Association Annual Conference, Hartford, CT
· Keynote speaker, “Public Art, Community and Urban Spaces” at “Cities on the Move” conference in Taipei, sponsored by the Department of Cultural Affairs, Taipei City Government
· Presentation and discussion, Taipei City Department of Urban Development
· Presentation and discussion, Taiwan University Research Center of Urban and Rural Development
· Presentation & structuring a design project, Chi Chong Special School for deaf youth, Taipei, Taiwan

· Presentation & discussion, “The Conscience and Responsibility of the Educated,” Qing Hua University, Beijing

· Presentation & discussion, “Art, Creativity and Activism in Social Change,” NGOs and volunteers, Beijing

· Led a mural painting project involving hundreds of youth and adults at Xin Chih School for high risk children of migrant workers, Beijing

2003

· Keynote Speaker, “The Power of Art in Transforming People and Community,” Arts & Humanities In-Service workshops for Elementary, Middle and High Schools teachers in the arts, sponsored by Pittsburgh Board of Public Education, Pittsburgh, 

· Keynote Speaker, “The Humanities in the City A Public Dialogue,” a part of the 2002-2003 Cultural Crossings lecture series, at Cleveland State University 

· Keynote Speaker, “Creative Teaching Strategies at the Village of Arts and Humanities,” at the Teacher Forum, Cleveland

· Teaching, “Creativity and Social Change” in the Master of Liberal Arts Program in Creation Spirituality, Naropa University ñ Oakland Campus, CA

· Teaching, “The Village of Arts and Humanities: Personal and Community Transformation,” Doctor of Ministry/Certificate Program, University of Creation Spirituality, Oakland, CA 

· A brief presentation at a Techno Cosmic Mass entitled, "Taoism: Creation Centered Tradition," Oakland, CA

· Keynote Speaker, “the Common Ground,” the annual arts in education conference sponsored by The New York State Alliance for Arts Education, Saratoga Springs, New York

· Keynote Speaker, “Bringing Community Alive, from Despair to Dreams,” Hope in Action conference Together We Have the Power to Change Our World, the first national conference sponsored by Hope Magazine at Babson College, Boston (Wellesley), MA  

· Keynote Speaker and workshops, “Arts, Creativity and Community Building,” Summer Arts Education Institute, Young Audiences of Indiana, Indianapolis, IN 

· Keynote Speaker, “Creativity and Learning Through the Arts at the Village of Arts and Humanities,” Summer Seminar ñ Designing Effective Professional Development at Sarah Lawrence College at Bronxville, NY, sponsored by Empire State Partnerships - High Student Achievement In and Through the Arts  

· Keynote Speaker, “Building community through Greening and Art,” U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s national conference Community Involvement, Philadelphia  

· Keynote Speaker, symposium “Merging Artistic and Civic Vision: Law, the Arts and Urban Planning,” Cleveland State University, Ohio 

· Presentation and workshop, Fiber Department, Cleveland Institute of Art, Cleveland, Ohio  

· Keynote Speaker, “Building Community Through Art,” at Mount Aloysius College, PA  

2002

· Keynote Speaker, “Art Works,” Virginia Conference, Richmond, VA  

· Keynote Speaker, “Learning Through the Arts,” Youth Arts Forum II, Dayton, OH 

· Keynote Speaker, “Painting the Picture, Bridging Generations,” the Women’s Caucus For Art 30th Annual National Conference, Philadelphia   

· Panel Chair & Presenter, “The Quest for Community Renewal and the Transcending Power of Art,” College Art Association’s 90th Annual Conference, Philadelphia    

· Panel Presenter at the symposium “Community Design Now or Never” at the Harvard Graduate School of Design, Boston 

· Speaker, “Women Sustaining the American Spirit,” National women’s History Month, Equal Employment Opportunity Office, Philadelphia

· Keynote Speaker and artist of conference Workshop, “The Transformative Power of Art,” 4th annual Arts and Literacy Conference at the Pittsburgh Center for the Arts, Pittsburgh, PA

· Speaker, Unimaginable Isolation, Stories from Graterford Prison, Chestnut Hill College, Philadelphia 

· Speaker, “Building Community: Parks as Art,” lecture series on Greening of Boston: Parks as Community Builders, hosted by Boston GreenSpace Alliance 

· Speaker, “Community Building Through Art,” College of Atlantic, Bar Harbor, MA 

· Keynote Speaker, “The Transformative Power of Art,” The Society of North American Goldsmith (SNAG), hosted by the Colorado Metalsmithing Association (COMA), Denver, CO 

· Keynote Speaker, “A Personal Journey Made Public,” the Philadelphia Sculptors/Tri-State Sculptors conference crossing the Line, I at Moore College of Art and the University of the Arts 

· Keynote Speaker, “Smart Growth through art and Greening,” Grantmakers in the Arts National Conference, Charlotte, NC

· Panel presenter, Hope & Rehabilitation: Lessons from Philadelphia Winners of the Rudy Bruner Award Plenary at Environmental Design Research Association Conference, Philadelphia

· Presenter & Participant, “Transcending Ideology and Technology for a Trusting and Inclusive Society,” 1st workshop in DRIVERS OF THE 21st CENTURY workshop Series, at the Getty Center, Los Angeles, CA, April 25-26; sponsors/ hosts - PGK Foundation, IC2 Institute, Getty Center, and Zero Time Labs

· Featured Speaker, “Art, Music, and Culture Family Centered Community Building Consortium,” hosted by Professor Al Gore, Fisk University and Middle Tennessee State University, TN  

2001


· Featured Speaker, “Employing Art as a Catalyst for Social and Economic Rebirth from North Philadelphia to Kenya and Beyond,” Pro Arts Gallery, Oakland, CA 

· Featured Speaker, “Repossessing Urban Spaces,” Headlands Center for the Arts, Sausalito, CA 

· Lecturer, “Together We Build,” The CLA Office of Experiential Learning at Temple University, Philadelphia, PA 

· Featured Speaker, “The Art of Cultural Transformation ArtLinks 2001: Cultural Crossroads,” Arkansas Arts Council, Little Rock, AK 

· Keynote Speaker, “Urban Renewal Through Art,” Urban Open Space Foundation Summit, Madison, WI

· Featured Speaker, “Challenge America, Creative Communities,” National Council on the Arts, 143rd Meeting, Washington D.C.

· Keynote Speaker, “Transforming Urban Spaces through Park Building,” Garfield Park Conservatory, Chicago, IL

· Featured Speaker, “Urban Transformation Through Art,” Harper Forum, Binghamton, NY 

· Featured Speaker, “Parks as Community Places,” Lila Wallace-Reader’s Digest, Urban Parks Institute, Ashland, OR 

· Featured Speaker, “Celebrating Strengths, Challenging Disparities: Reweaving the Healthy Community,” The Eighth Annual Ounce of Prevention Conference, Boston, MA 

· Keynote Speaker, “Community Building Through the Arts,” The Community Built Association’s Conference: Building Bridges, Tempe, AZ 

· Speaker, “Remembering the Dream: Building Community,” Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial, Germantown Jewish Centre, Philadelphia, PA

2000    

· Commencement Speaker at Moore College of Art and Design, Philadelphia, PA. 

· Featured Speaker, “Learning from Cities Conference,” Guggenheim Museum, Bilbao, Spain

· Speaker, “Re-possessing Urban Spaces: Emergent Paradigms - a forum to explore the relationships between community, art, and architecture,” University of Pennsylvania, School of Architecture.

1998    

· Featured Speaker, “The Place of the Arts in the City,” sponsored by the University of Massachusetts Boston, The Museum of Fine Arts, Boston and the Boston Center for the Arts.

· Featured Speaker, “Creative Urban Renewal: Transformation Through the Arts,” sponsored by the Boston Society of Architects Social Impact Commission at Boston Build Conference

1995 

· Project Director, "Connecting Through Walls," a newsletter published by the Village Press.

1994 

· Speaker, “Building Community Through Art,” the Third International Conference on Systems Integration, Sao Paulo, Brazil

· Artist and Director of Korogocho Project and Chief Advisor of Paa Ya Paa Arts Center, Nairobi, Kenya

1982-89    

· Coordinator of Arts Exchange between Tianjin, China and Philadelphia, PA.
EXHIBITIONS

2005       “Exploring Tranquility, Dustless World amidst Abandoned Land,” Lily Yeh’s photo documentary exhibition at Ching Hua University Art Center, Hsing Zhu, Taiwan 

2003
Lily Yeh’s photo documentary exhibition at Paa Ya Paa Art Center, Nairobi, Kenya

2002
 “Local Heroes, Changing America,” an exhibition of original photographs and recorded voices of Indivisible at the Philadelphia Museum of Art

2002
“Children’s Art Education and Community Development, Lily Yeh’s work in Philadelphia,” a photo documentary in Unaffected Childhood: Interactive Art Education for Children Exhibition, Guangdong Museum of Art, China 

2001
“Unimaginable Isolation: Stories from Graterford Prison,” Eastern State Penitentiary, June-November

2001
“Unimaginable Isolation: Stories from Graterford Prison,” The Village Gallery, Philadelphia, PA, October 1-October 31

2001
“Unimaginable Isolation: Stories from Graterford Prison,” The University of the Arts, Philadelphia, PA, Sept15-October 15

2001
“Unimaginable Isolation: Stories from Graterford Prison,” The Painted Bride Art Center, Philadelphia, PA, September 7-20

2000
“Village of Arts and Humanities retrospective,” Philadelphia Foundation, Philadelphia, PA

1998
“New Acquisitions,” the Philadelphia Museum of Art East Asia section, (One piece “Landcape” is in the museum’s collection.)

1996         “Photo documentary exhibitions” at the University of the Arts, the Painted Bride Art Center, and the Village of Arts and Humanities, part of the Kujenga Pamoja Festival, the 10th anniversary celebration of the Village 

1995          "Ancestors," (group show), Asian American Arts Center, NY

1994
“Korogocho Angels, a photo documentary of Lily Yeh’s Korogocho project in Nairobi, Kenya with artwork by contemporary East African artists,” 

1994
"A Mural of Contemporary Angels," part of "Interweave" exhibition, the Jamaica Art Center, NY

1992          “Photo documentary exhibition of Village projects & programs,” University of the    Arts, Philadelphia, PA

1989          “Retrospective exhibition,” Central Academy of Fine Arts, Beijing; Tianjin Fine Arts College, Tianjin, China 

1984          "The Sea," environmental installation, Marian Locks Gallery, Philadelphia, PA

1983
“The Garden of Easter,” environmental installation, Marian Locks Gallery    East, Philadelphia

PERFORMANCES & PUBLIC EVENTS (partial listing)

2001
Director of Unimaginable Isolation: Stories from Graterford Prison, Public Forum, University of the Arts, Philadelphia, PA, September 25.

1996
Director of Kujenga Pamoja Festival, 10th anniversary celebration of the Village of Arts and Humanities in Philadelphia (including ceremonial procession, theater performances, and the Rites of Passage for teens at the Village, the Painted Bride Art Center)  

1995
Artist and Director of 2nd Korogocho Project "Kujenga Pamoja Festival" (Together, We Build in Swahili), Nairobi, Kenya  (sponsored by Ford Foundation)


1994
Project Director of Korogocho Dedication Ceremony, Nairobi, Kenya.

1993
Artistic director, playwright, producer of Children's Dreams and Lives, a major theater production by the Village of Arts and Humanities.

1986- 2003 Producer of art and annual festivals at The Village of Arts and Humanities, Philadelphia, PA. 

1983          Choreographer and performer, The Red Room, Painted Bride Art Center, Philadelphia, PA.

PUBLICATIONS by LILY YEH

2005
“Community Building Through Art and Youth Participation,” Humanistic Educational Journal, 11, Taiwan

2005          “Introduction,” Shared Prosperity, a planning document for the development of 100 blocks in inner city North Philadelphia

2004 “My Story,” Taipei on the Move, Spice up the City with Art, conference catalogue

2004
“A Luminous Place,” The Other Side, Strength for Journey, July/August

2003
Project director & designer, North Philadelphia Green Corridor Initiative, Envisioning a vital and prosperous future for Germantown Avenue through innovative greening and art, the Village press

2002
“Cultivating Smart Growth through Art and Greening,” a transcript from a keynote address at Grantmakers in the Arts Conference, Reader, Ideas and Information on Arts and Culture

2001
“Introduction,” Unimaginable Isolation: Stories From Graterford Prison, the   Village Press
1998         “A Personal Journey made Public,” Designer Builder, December
1998 Project director & co-author, Learning Through Creating, village-Hardranft Education Pilot Project, the Village Press

1995
“Introduction,” Connecting through Walls, a newsletter created by artists and prison inmates to break down the walls of myth, misperception and silence, the Village Press 

1992
Children’s Dreams and Lives, script for a full theater production (Performed twice in Philadelphia)

PUBLICATIONS about LILY YEH

2006
Carol Pobanz, “The Rwanda Healing Project,” World & I, Innovative Approaches to Peace, Jan. – Feb.

2006
Virginia K. Nalencz, “The Owl and the Phoenix,” Temple Review, Temple University, Spring

2005       Abby Asher,” From Abandoned to Beautiful,” YES Magazine

2005
Mary Hufford & Rosina Miller, “Opiecing Together The Fragments, An Ethonography of Leadership For Social Change in North Central Philadelphia 2004-2005,” Center for Folklore and Ethonography, University of Pennsylvania

2005
Keith Knight & Mat Schwarzman, edited by William Cleveland, “Beginner’s Guide to Community-Based Arts,” New Village Press
2004
Bill Moskin & Jill Jackson, “Warrior Angel, the Work of Lily Yeh,” Internet

2004       Hu Pei, “ Wen Ro di Li Lian (The Power of Tenderness,” Art Weekly, China Cultural Newspaper
2004       Shin, “Fei Shu Shan Shen Zhen di Tong Fan Jei Xui (Eastern Philosophy Growing from   Trash Piles),” VIP SINA magazine, Beijing

2004
Rosina S. Miller, “Unhaunting the Village: Critical Regionalism and ‘Luminous Place’ at the Village of Arts and Humanities,” Journal of American Folklore 117(466):446-454
2003 
Cristy West, “Lily Yeh, Filling the niches of North Philadelphia with creativity and hope,” Orion magazine

2003
Sharon Abercrombie, “Inner City, Inner Light,” Earth Light, Issue 49

2003
Barbara Dunn, “Sowing Seeds of Hope in Philadelphia Gardens,” Pennsylvania magazine, Nov/Dec

2003
Liu Lin, “Yeh Lei Lei huo ‘gai bian shi jie di lin hsiu jian’ (Lily Yeh winning ‘Leadership in a Chinaging World Award’),” Shi Jie Ri bao (World Journal), Oct. 13

2003
Lui Lin, “Lily Yeh’s Village receives Governor’s Award in environmental Excellence,” (translated title), Shi Jie Ri Bao (World Journal), Sept. 18

2002 
Al and Tipper Gore, “Community,” Joined At the Heart, the Transformation of the American Family 

2002
Frank Rubino, “Pain and Possibility,” Hope Magazine

2002 
Chin Lian, “He Ren Cue li di Shan Sui Yi Shu Chia (Landscape Artist in an African American Neighborhood),” Ming Pao Monthly, Hong Kong

2002
         Mat Schwarzman, “Crossroads Project for Art, Learning and Community,”  Louisiana

2002
Yang Xien Ren, “Lily Yeh, From the Village of Arts and Humanities to the World,” (translated title), Mei Nan Zou Kan (Southern America Weekly), Houston, June 23

2001          Richard Wener, Emily Axelrod & others, “Placemaking for Change: 2001 Rudy Bruner Award for Urban Excellence,” Bruner Foundation publication

2001
Monica Yant-Kinney, “Risk and Renewal: Growing a Leafy Antidote to Decay,” The Philadelphia Inquirer, Nov.29

2001
Gloria Blakely, “One Million Dollars Available in Grants from Philadelphia Commerce Department,” Philadelphia Sunday Sun, Nov. 25

2001
“76 Smartest Philadelphians,” Philadelphia Magazine, November

2001
Stephan Salisbury “Art of Survival,” The Philadelphia Inquirer, Sept.12

2001
Lise Funderburg, “The F Word: Lily Yeh,” The Oprah Magazine, September

2001
Susan Hagen, “Solitary Assignment,” Philadelphia City Paper, September 6

2001
Debra Auspitz, “Expanding Isolation,” Philadelphia City Paper, September 6

2001
Scott Edwards, “A Chance To Be Heard,” Bucks, Mercer, and Beyond: Happenings, InterCounty Newspaper August 16.

2001
Alex Krieger, “Community Builders,” Architecture, June.

2001
“Arresting Art,” Philadelphia Weekly, May 30

2001
Stephan Salisbury, “Troupe Movements,” The Philadelphia Inquirer, April 24.

2001
“What happened to Ö?” Reader’s Digest, February.

2001
Burt E. Schuman, “Arts Can Be Religious,” Altoona Mirror, January14.

2001
Liu Lin, “Double Happiness coming to Lily Yeh’s Village, winning honor and a $30,000 grant,” (translated title), Shi Jie Ri Bao (World Journal), June 6

2001 
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